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PEDIMENT FROM THE MADISON SQUARE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 



RE-ERECTION OF A WELL- 
KNOWN PEDIMENT 

UN the south exterior wall of the 
Library wing of the Museum building 
has been placed a well-known decoration 
that formerly graced the facade of the 
Madison Square Presbyterian Church. 
This is a terracotta pediment with tym- 
panum figures — in white and gold against 
a blue background — given to the church 
by Miss Flora E. I sham in memory of her 
brothers Samuel and Charles H. I sham, 
and in turn presented to the Museum, 
pursuant to Miss Isham's request, by 
the Trustees of the First Presbyterian 
Church. The cost of reerection was the 
generous gift of Miss I sham. The wall of 
the Library has been widened to the 
dimensions required, and in it have been 
set two pierced terracotta medallions for- 
merly in the church. 

Stanford White when designing the 
church desired to lighten its severe Roman 
architecture by a pediment decoration 
in color that should be purely Renaissance 
in character. He asked the help of the 
painter, H. Siddons Mowbray, whose work 
had already revealed his peculiar ability 
to undertake such a problem in design and 



color. The design and the color accord- 
ingly are the work of Mr. Mowbray; the 
execution of the design is the work of 
the sculptor, Adolph A. Weinman. 

Royal Cortissoz in the New York Trib- 
une described the pediment as follows: 
"The decoration has for its subject 'The 
Adoration of the Shrine of Truth/ The 
central shrine or tabernacle is supported by 
floating angels with harp and scroll, and 
these angels, who, with the cherubs placed 
at different points in the composition, 
chant the praise of God, are symbolical 
of religious song and word. The knight 
on the right of the shrine represents the 
Church Militant. In the same position 
on the other side is a shepherd whose mean- 
ing is equally obvious, and the two to- 
gether illustrate the equality of the mighty 
and the humble. The celestial bodies are 
also indicated against the starry blue back- 
ground. The idea embodied in this decor- 
ation is very beautiful and it has been 
developed with remarkable grace and skill. 
Both in its linear qualities and in the play 
of subtle modulation which belongs to a 
work in relief the sculpture is free and even 
picturesque, yet kept well in hand, so that 
the final impression received is one of 
suave delicacy. " 




